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Pastor’s corner 
“The word of God shall be preached and sung!” 
This quote of Luther is very much applying to 
the joyful event of Christmas! 
In 2017 we will mark 500 years since the  
beginning of the Lutheran Reformation, spurred 
by Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-Five  
Theses, so why not as an introduction to this 
year focus on Martin Luther’s attitude towards 
Christmas? 
To Luther Christmas was, as it is to us too, a 
feast for the family, where we gather around the 
Christmas tree and/or the nativity scene. 
Actually, according to the tradition Luther is  
believed to be the father of the Christmas tree!! 
Again according to the tradition he is said to 
have seen the blinking stars through the  
leafless crowns of the trees. They reminded 
him of the celestial light and right after he saw a 
beautiful small green tree along the path to his 
home from church. He took it as a token of the 
coming fertility and divine Spring and resolutely 
he uprooted it and took it with him home where 
he placed it in a little bucket on the Christmas 
table in the parsonage and with needles he 
placed small candles on its branches. Here he 
used it to tell his children about the angels, the 
tree of life and the celestial light, which had  
entered the world. 
True it is at least that the costume of indoor 
decorated Christmas trees do originate from 
Germany and some of the earliest published 

pictures of such trees were of Martin Luther! 
The picture you see on the next page is by  
C. A. Schwerdgeburth engraved in 1845  
depicting Luther at Christmas in the bosom of 
his family, but it not very likely Luther actually 
celebrated Christmas like that. . 
Because Luther felt strongly about making the 
Christmas tiding vivid and understandable to 
everyone, he appreciated if it was preached in 
a dramatic form and we have reports from the 
time of Luther of children and young people 
dancing around the nativity scene in churches 
while the adults were singing Christmas hymns. 
And Luther himself is said to have prepared a 
pageant every Christmas and sometimes even 
composed his own hymn for the occasion. 
In 1534 maybe inspired by two of his children 
Hans (8 years old) and Lene (5 years old) he 
actually wrote such a hymn “From heaven 
above to earth I come”. Originally it had 15 
stanzas, in Lutheran Book of Worship there are 
14 and in the Danish hymnbook there are only 
10 stanzas. 
To begin with Luther used a popular tune, but 
soon he realized that the hymn needed its own 
tune. 
The well-known melody we use today is  
officially assigned Schurmann, but some 
sources suggest that Luther himself has  
composed it. 
The tune starts relatively high in the vocal  
register, depicting heaven on high as the 



source of the angel’s glad tidings of great 
joy.  The tune then meanders down until it  
finally ends a full octave below the first note of 
the tune.  This depicts the good news that God 
is quite literally down to earth in Christ. 
The 1. stanza of the hymn is patterned after a 
text associated with a singing game where 
young girls with wreaths of flowers where  
dancing in a circle until a one of the young men 
present broke into the circle and sang his 
“wreath song” one of which went like this: 
Good news from far abroad I bring, Glad  
tidings for you all I sing. I bring so much you’d 
like to know 
Much more than I shall tell you though. 
After his singing he gave one of the girls a  
riddle and if she couldn't solve it, she had to 
give to him her flower wreath. This was a  
common game during the 13th century and of 
course Luther, who loved music and dancing, 
knew of it. 
Now Luther uses this song tradition as a  
pattern for his Christmas song for children, as 
he calls it, and we have to visualize, that this 
hymn was one of the many pageant creations 
of Luther. 
It starts with an angel entering the scene. The 
first stanza he is introducing himself and in the 
following 4 stanzas he is telling about the birth 

of Jesus in Betlehem. In the next 2 stanzas the 
angel encourages us to gather around the crib 
and then in the 8. stanza everybody gathered 
around the crib are welcoming the baby Jesus. 
The rest of the hymn is a jubilant thanksgiving 
for the good tiding of Christmas, but just as the 
music depicts the movement from heaven to 
earth, so is the text from stanza 10 and out 
playing on this incredible event that someone 
entitled to velvet and silk and jewels is lying in 
a humble manger-bed; and because Jesus 
was content with lying hay and straw then he 
shall not reject taking his dwelling in our hum-
ble hearts!By doing so we grow together with 
Christ and will never be parted again and that 
is the fantastic tiding that makes our heart leap 
for joy and our voices sing out loud His praise: 
Glory to God in the highest heaven! Who unto 
us His Son has given! 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Charlotte 

 

Star of David and Christmas Tree Party 

Dec. 18: At 5:00 pm, we have our traditional 
Star of David Service where we sing our be-
loved Advent and Christmas hymns. Afterward, 
pizza will be served in the hall and we will have 
our Christmas Tree Party where children and 
the young of hearts will gather and dance 
around the Christmas Tree.     
 

Christmas Eve 

December 24th: The service at 2:00 pm is in 
Danish,  at 3:30 pm  the service is in  
English and  the beautiful and solemn  
Candlelight Service is at 7:00 pm. 



New Year’s Celebration Service 

January 1. at 10:00 am there  will be a service 
in English. As it is the first Sunday of the 2017 
calendar year, we will - as is tradition - after the 
service wish each other a Happy New Year 
with sparkling wine and “kransekage”, which 
Mary Jorgensen has again this year kindly 
promised to make. 

Fastelavn 

February 26 at 10:00 am. is Shrove/
Fastelavn. There will be a Family Service on 
that day, and the Church and the hall will be 
decorated for the occasion and  
everyone, children as well as adults are  
encouraged to dress in costume or fancy attire. 
After the service ham and pancakes will be 
served, followed by the “beating of the barrel”. 
When the cat king and queen of the year have 
been crowned  
Fastelavnsbuns will be served and the  
awarding prize to the best dressed up child and 
adult will be presented. 
We hope to see lots of you! 

Christmas Sing-along 
 
On Thursday, December 15. starting at 7:30 
pm in the downstair hall our regular sing-along 
will be an evening of songs and carols. This 
beautiful evening will be a good opportunity to 
get your voices warmed up for the approaching 
Christmas season! 
In January and February 2017 we’ll meet for 
the Winter Sing-alongs on Jan. 19. and Feb. 
16. both at 7.30 pm as usual. 
 
 

Study group Winter 2017 
 

 
To mark the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther 
posting his Ninety-five Theses on the church 
door in Wittemberg, Germany, which sparked 
the Lutheran Reformation a study group over 8 
Thursday nights at 7.30 - 9.30 pm will take 
place in Mikkelsens room next door the church. 
We will meet January  5.; 12.; 26., February 
2.; 9.; 23., March 2. and 30.. 
Here we will study the life and time of the  
reformer from his humble beginnings in  
Germany to his indefatigable work to  
understand Scripture and share the truths of 
the Bible. A journey that intertwined with  
personalities and events in his time, which all 
led to the Reformation that still today leaves its 
mark on churches and societies throughout the 
world. 
 
25th anniversary as a pastor 
 
January 1. 1992 I started as the pastor of 
Skaarup on the southern part of Funen and 
now 25 years later I’m here being a pastor for 
Danes and for all the people who like to attend 
our beautiful church here in Calgary. 
I was installed January 12. in Skaarup kirke, so 
after the service January 15. Peter and I 
would like to host a brunch in the hall down-
stairs and we would love to see as many of you 
as possible. 



Guest Speakers. 
 
Our first guest speaker in 2017 is Lily Chow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lily Chow was born in Hong Kong, and at the 
age of 7, she moved to Calgary where she 
grew up. She earned a Doctor of Medicine De-
gree from the University of Alberta.   
After practising family medicine in Calgary for 
many years, at God's leading, she left Canada 
in 2007 to serve in Shanxi, China, with the 
Shanxi Evergreen Service. Evergreen seeks "to 
partner with Shanxi and other  
Chinese provinces in developing public benefit  
services, continuing the good works of Peter  
Torjesen, acknowledging God's gracious calling 
in our lives and reflecting the credibility of 
Christ."  When she is not on home leave, Lily 
lives in Yangqu County, a rural area north of 
Taiyuan, the capital city of Shanxi.  She sees 
patients at the local county hospital, does  
village home visits, supports local staff in their 
work, and participates in the opportunities that 
God provides. 
We meet January 24. at 7.30 pm in our 
church hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 28. at 7.30 pm  we welcome a per-
son well-known to, I think, all of us,  
Linda Olsen. 
 
Linda Olsen was 
born and raised in 
Calgary and  
graduated from SAIT 
in 1988 with an  
Honours Diploma in  
Broadcast  
Journalism.   
In 2015, SAIT  
presented Linda with 
an Honorary Degree 
in Business  
Administration. 
Fresh out of college, Linda began her career in 
1988 at Global News in Saskatoon.   
Within a few months, she was working back in 
her home town of Calgary.   
Linda has enjoyed all aspects of journalism as 
a reporter, producer and anchor, as well as, a  
newspaper columnist.  
For 15 years, she hosted and produced  
Global’s Woman of Vision series, a monthly 
segment featuring the stories of inspirational 
women in the Calgary community. Linda was 
honoured to receive one of the Woman of  
Vision awards for her service in the community 
and commitment to the program. 
Linda is currently anchoring Global News at 5 
and Global News Hour at 6 and enjoys  
spending a great deal of time hosting charitable 
events in Calgary.   
 
Guided tour and lunch at The Kerby Centre 
 
After a very interesting evening with our guest 
speaker in October Luanne Whitmarsh, the 
CEO of the Kerby centre, it is time to see with 
our own eyes the center which since 1973, has 
evolved into one of Canada’s flagship  
agencies.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting the standard for older adult services, 
information, and programming, it has so many 
things to offer in all aspect of life for people 
aged 55+. 
So February 9th at 9.45 am we meet in the 
foyer of the Kerby center, so we are ready for a 
guided tour at 10 am. 
Afterwards we will enjoy a lunch in their dinning 
room $10 + what we want to donate to the  
centre or maybe we want to pay for a  
membership of a year $22 +$3 for parking? 
 
 
 

 
The Electronical Christmas card and seal 
from DSUK 
 
 As a consequence of 
more and more of us 
are sending Christmas 
greetings to each  
other electronically, 
DSUK introduces a  
digital Christmas seal 
and Christmas card 
this year. 
Both can be bought in 
the DSUK webshop, www.dsuk-butik.dk. 
Click “merchandise” to the left followed by 
“christmas cards and stickers” and there you’ll 
find both the card and the seal at the end of the 
list. The card costs $19.37 and can be down-

loaded infinitely for 90 days and the seal costs 
$4.84 and can be used infinitely as well in 
emails. After you’ve paid, you’ll get an email 
from where you download either card or seal or 
both. Following links tell you how to insert the 
items in your mail. 
For Gmail: 
https://support.google.com/mail/answer/8395?
co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=da 
For Outlook: 
https://support.office.com/da-dk/article/Opret-
og-tilf%C3%B8j-en-signatur-til-meddelelser-
8ee5d4f4-68fd-464a-a1c1-0e1c80bb27f2 ( both 
links are in Danish). 

Due to a misunderstanding between the pastor 
and DSUK we had no physical seals at the ba-
zar this year. We are trying to get some for our 
“Julestue” Dec. 3. and next year we will have 
some sheets available at the bazar again. 
 
 Bazaar 2016 
 
The list of Lottery winners on November 05 
2016 
1st price $ 2000.00:  
Ticket # 1468  Donna Holobof 
2nd Price 2 Tickets to Stage West:  
Ticket # 1785  Jeanette Stamp 
3rd Price Gift Certificate to Edelweiss:  
Ticket # 1703  Philip de Waal 
4th Price 2 Dinner tickets to Spring 2017 
Dinner & Auction:  
Ticket # 1697 Dan Aoki 
 
American Lottery winners 
1st price: Kathy Sorensen               
2nd price: Anita Hansen         
3rd price: Mary Jorgensen 
The Bazaar brought in $ 22,500.00 so after  
expenses we expect a net amount over $ 
18,000.00. It is amazing that this keeps going! 
 
The church would like to take this opportunity 
to give a BIG thanks to all of you, who have 

http://www.dsuk-butik.dk
https://support.google.com/mail/answer/8395?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=da
https://support.google.com/mail/answer/8395?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=da
https://support.office.com/da-dk/article/Opret-og-tilf%C3%B8j-en-signatur-til-meddelelser-8ee5d4f4-68fd-464a-a1c1-0e1c80bb27f2
https://support.office.com/da-dk/article/Opret-og-tilf%C3%B8j-en-signatur-til-meddelelser-8ee5d4f4-68fd-464a-a1c1-0e1c80bb27f2
https://support.office.com/da-dk/article/Opret-og-tilf%C3%B8j-en-signatur-til-meddelelser-8ee5d4f4-68fd-464a-a1c1-0e1c80bb27f2


donated items, crafts, produce, man-power and 
not least your time at the bazar, but also for all 
the preparations made months ahead of the 
bazar - it is deeply appreciated! 
Our church bazar would not be possible at all 
without the help of all you volunteers! 
That being said what would all the effort be 
worth if nobody came and bought all the many 
things offered. Therefore, thank you so much to 
everybody who came by - we hope you had a 
joyful day and we hope to see you again next 
year! 
 
Sunday School Notes: 
 
Our Sunday School meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month.  Any Sunday that 
there is no Sunday School class those children 
who come to Church can go with an adult over 
to watch a DVD during the sermon.    
Sunday School classes in 2017 will be 
on January 15 and February 5 and 
19th.  On January 29th there will be a kid-
friendly service as it will be the 5th Sunday of 
the month.       
The children continue to collect money to give 
the to the Calgary interfaith food bank.  Contri-
butions are welcome. 
 Cecilie, Karen, Liselotte, Markus, Ron, Sonja 
 

The Viking Girls ladies group: 
 
The Viking Girls meet the first Wednesday of 
each months at 7:30 pm, usually in the Mik-
kelsen room.  We will not be meeting in De-
cember (due to having had a meeting 
on November 30 to make Christmas table cen-
terpieces). Upcoming meetings will be 
on January 4  for a movie night and  February 
2 we will have a guest speaker from the Calga-
ry chapter of the "Day for Girls" organiza-
tion.   For more information contact Pastor 
Charlotte Berg at at 403-719-3832. 

Literate Vikings: 
 
This lively group meets on the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7:30 pm in the Mikkelsen 
Room.  We will not be meeting in Decem-
ber.  Upcoming meeting January 
18 and  February 15.   
We  will be continuing with a DVD series called, 
"When God's People Pray", by Jim Cym-
bala.  An interesting discussion always fol-
lows.  Everyone is welcome to attend!  For 
more information contact Karen Falkenberg-
Andersen at 403-863-3115.  
 
Crafter's Group: 
 
This group meets the fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 7:30 pm.  We work on          
handicrafts for the bazaar or some other project 
that we would like to complete.  While we work 
we enjoy chatting and drinking a cup of coffee 
or tea (or two).  We will not be meeting in  
December, but will meet on January 
25 and February 22.  Anyone is welcome to 
attend.  If you have any questions or want to 
know where we will be meeting on any of these 
evenings please call Pastor Charlotte at  
403-719-3832. 
 
Ladies auxiliary  
 
The Ladies next meeting will be after the New 
Year Jan. 16, 2017 @ 1:30.  We would all like 
to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year.  Thank you all for your support at 
the Bazaar and see you at “Julestue”  Dec. 
3rd.  Louise Dresen 403-242-7894  
louisedresen@yahoo.ca 
 

 Prayer Line 

The prayer line is active and available for pray-
er support. Please call Krista at 403-681- 0870 

or email her at ktaldorf@yahoo.com. 

tel:(403)%20719-3832
tel:(403)%20863-3115
tel:(403)%20719-3832
mailto:ktaldorf@yahoo.com
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Danish classes 
 
The Fall semester of the Danish class for 
adult beginners ends Dec. 3, and we ( Chil-
dren and adults) meet again after Christmas on 
January 7th at 10 am- noon as always in the 
Mikkelsens room next door of the church. 
 
The Danish class for advanced learners 
ends its Fall semester Dec. 6. and starts up 

again Jan.17. 

Scandinavian Centre Activities, 739 20 Ave 
NW 
 
Choirs – for more information about Monday 
night Youth Choir e-
mail myyouthchoir@shaw.ca, and for Wednes-
day night adult choir, awiigs@telus.net 
Folkdance – a fun way to spend an evening. 
Dates will be posted at www.nordicfolkdance.ca. 
 

 

mailto:myyouthchoir@shaw.ca
mailto:awiigs@telus.net
http://www.nordicfolkdance.ca/




Pastor: Charlotte Berg  

Pastor’s Office: (403) 719-3832 (Monday is the pastor’s day off)  

Church Office: (403) 277-5804  

Church Website: www.danishluthernchurch.ca  

Email: danishchurchcalgary@gmail.com  

Ladies’ Auxiliary: Louise Dresen, (403) 242-7894  

The Board:  

President: Kristine Andersen, (403) 255-1548  

Vice President: Karen Falkenberg-Andersen, (403) 208-2717  

Secretary: Lisalotte Basboll, (403) 240-1548  

Treasurer: Ulla Bartholdy, (587) 351-5470 Other  

Board Members:  

  Hanna Christensen, (587) 353-6376  

  Bente Dalberg, (403 )281-6827  

  Karsten Dalberg, (403) 281-6827  

  Ketty Hoyem, (403) 270-3935  

  Daniel Ottosen, (403) 829-4580  

  Ron Propp, (403) 280-3944  

Address change  & Donation form. 

Cheques, Money order, Visa or Master Card .  Please do not mail Cash. 

 Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address (If Changed):___________________________________________________________________ 

 I hereby authorize the Danish Lutheran Church to charge my:                 Visa                       Master Card 

Card Number _________________________________________________ Exp: M: ________ Y:_________ 

I donate:                       $10                $25                 $50                  $100                     $500 or             $__________ 

Every:   _______ Month    ________Every Year  _________One time 

Signed:_________________________________________ Date:____________________ Income Tax receipt is issued 

after year end.                                              Please use enclosed envelope. 


